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This paper examines the complex identity perceptions of the 1.5 generation of
Hong Kong new immigrant youth. By interviewing and analysing their immigrant
experiences, the study seeks to gain insight into their identity formation. The study
found that the growth of Generation 1.5 has been entangled with three identities, "
Chinese", "Hong Kong" and "New immigrant", which is influenced by the
"intergenerational ghosts" formed by the unresolved cultural trauma and identity
conflicts of the previous generation. This has given rise to the 1.5 generation's inability
to adapt to the "Chinese" identity. Also, there is the identity crisis of the 1.5 generation
arising from the interpellation of their " eligibility as Hong Kong citizens" in their daily
life. Under such circumstances, the "New immigrant" identity often "haunts" the 1.5
generation like a ghost, reminding them of their "difference" from the natives, causing
them to continuously feel a sense of tension and anxiety about their identity, and even
doubt about the self. However, these triple identities have gradually transformed into a
unique discourse of identity for the 1.5 generation as they build up their social
connections in Hong Kong. By constantly negotiating their identities in their daily lives,

they have developed unique strategies to adapt to the changing times.
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